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lear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 

‘In a number of News-LETTERS during 

le past year I have tried to draw out 

mething of the meaning of the contem- 
revival of the great ethnic 

ligions of Buddhism, Hinduism and 


n the Christian Mission. I have sug- 
ed that there is a call for a new 
pproach on the part of the Christian 
‘hurch, a new attitude of mind. Three 
ort paragraphs from a recent lecture 
Dr. D. T. Niles will illustrate what I 
san: ‘ 
“We do not take the Gospel to someone 
whom Jesus does.not already belong, and 
‘to be within the Church is to be a person 
whom Jesus died, then the Church is co- 
itensive with mankind. A 
‘The Church can be defined in narrower 
Or broader circles, but no definition can 
exclusive validity. There is a sense in 
hich preaching always takes place within 
life of the Church because preacher and 
arer are both within the active ministry 
| the Church’s Lord. 
“It is very important to remember this 
th in all our evangelistic work because it 
ll save us from treating those who have 
Mt yet confessed Jesus to be their personal 
wviour as tc who are outside Jesus. In 
ir evangelistic work we are not seeking to 
ike people become what they are not 
tady. We are seeking simply to tell them 
at and who they are. The prodigal in a 
‘country is a son away from home. He 
10 one else, he is nothing less.” 
there is all the difference in the world 
tween the man who says: “I know the 
th. You do not. Listen to me telling 
what it is”, and the man who says: 
sus Christ is the Truth. This is what 
} learnt about Him. Let us discover 
re together.” One is the “ Authority- 
Attitude in which the hearer is a re- 
ing-set and nothing more. The other 
i m-with-person” encounter in 
participate. 
: March 1957 News-Letter, review- 
. Cragg’s book The Call of the 
ret, indicated something of the intellec- 
© less than religious undertaking in- 
d in a new and humbler approach to 
n religions than has sometimes 
Christians. There is 
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THE GOSPEL A 
THE WAYFARING 


An invitation to fellowship 
The art of invitation 
The invitation is given | 


Christian neighbours in the world, we have 
also to out-think them. Do not let us under- 
estimate this aspect of our task. Let us pray 
for those who must undertake it. For we 
need to remember that the beliefs by which 
ordinary men live head up to the formula- 
tion of those beliefs by those whom they re- 
cognize as their leaders and “wise” men. 


The person-with-person encounter has to . 


take place at that level as well as at the level 
of the wayfaring man. 


AN INVITATION TO FELLOWSHIP 


That said, let us consider the evan- 
gelistic approach to the wayfaring man. 
The title of this NEwSs-LETTER is taken, 
of course, from the King James’ Version 
of Isaiah 35, v.8, where we read of the 
way of holiness in which “ the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err”. The 
Hebrew text of these words in the last 
part of the verse is mutilated and various 
attempts have been made to improve the 
English rendering. In the Bible “fools” 
is a word used to describe those who deny 
God and pervert the innocent. It is not 
an epithet meant to describe the way- 
farer. In the Interpreter’s Bible the sug- 
gestion is made that the real sense of the 
passage is “the depraved will not lead 
astray him who treads it (the way of 
holiness)”. This is a word full of promise 
and hope for us all. In this NEws- 
LETTER I want to consider some of the 
ways in which very simple folk can have 
the Gospel presented to them. 


Before giving some illustrations from 
recent letters from missionaries let me 
commend for reading a new pamphlet in 
the I.M.C. Research series, entitled 
The Communication of the Gospel to 
Illiterates. Drawing on his experience as 
a missionary in a remote part of Indo- 
nesia the author, H. R. Weber, has a 
story to tell which is fascinating in the 
reading. What is more it is searching in 
its demand that the missionary shall 
begin his task by recognizing that the key 
to communication is participation. The 
hearer has a part to play which is more 
than listening. The activity of the 
listener’s whole personality has to be 


secured. Weber’s primary concern in this 
study is the illiterate man and woman, 
still the majority of the world’s popu- 
lation. He insists that the illiterate must 
be approached as one with a vivid 
imaginative capacity, for whom listening 
_is anything but passive. Words, for the 
illiterate, conjure up images not ideas. 
Part, then, of the approach of the evan- 
gelist should be through the use of visual 
symbols and drama, and throughout the 
exercise the aim will be to secure the con- 
scious participation of the hearer. 


The author is emphatic on four points. 


(1). ‘We must not address the individual 
as an individual but as one of his group, and 
one with his group.” On this he adds this 
comment—‘ A converted individual still liv- 
ing in the dynamics of an unconverted 
group, and under the power of an uncon- 
verted group spirit, will almost certainly re- 
nounce his Christian faith. The history of 
Missions has hundreds of examples of this 
danger.” 


In a word “the way of holiness ” which 
we are to tread is a way we follow in the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit—in the 
togetherness of the Christian community. 


(2). “The best missionary approach to 
illiterates living in ‘ primitive’ communities 
is the witness to Christ by the koinonia, by 
Christian group living.” He quotes Bishop 
Pickett’s Christian mass movements in India, 
that “the corporate witness to Christ trans- 
cends in significance the personal witness, 
and the most effective demonstration of the 
power of Christ is the transformation of a 
group of believers.” 

(3). “The evangelizing koinonia can only 
come into being when lay people have a full 
share in the life of the ‘fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost’.” 

Here he lays stress on the importance of 
liturgical forms in worship, of worship 
related to the experience of the com- 
munity and of sacramental worship, as 
affording the ideal means by which par- 
ticipation by all can take place. Weber 
has much of real importance to say to us 
all on: this subject. 

(4) “Bible Study is...at the heart of 
Christian group dynamics, in divine service, 
in the life of the congregation, and in its 
missionary outreach.” 

The greater part of Weber’s book is 
devoted to the way in which the message 
of the Bible can be communicated to 
illiterates. 

His whole argument is of first-rate im ri 
ance for Christian evangelism everywhe 
bearing in mind that illiteracy of mind i 
an increasing phenomenon throughout the 
literate West! There is indeed surprisingly 


little in Weber’s study of the illiterates of the 


Luwuk-Banggai archipelago which is not 

strictly relevant in London and Liverpool, 

New York and Chicago, Sydney and Mel- 
urne. 


Not the least valuable part of this study 


in communication deals with the proper u 
of visual aids, and the clear recognition thi 
we must not, at our peril, as servants of t! 
Christian Mission, imagine that the use | 
mass-media of communication necessar! 
facilitates the communication of the Wo 
of Life to the masses of mankind. There 
shrewd wisdom in the reminder that: 


“The reality of true communication 
apt to be lost in mass communicati¢ 
because its media are badly suited to su 
true communication. They may be useful 
a preparation and for later instruction, b 
because they deal with men in the main a 
not as individuals, they transgress the nece 
sary limits of true communication af 
become mere information or religious pi 
paganda.” 

(Will those who borrow C.MS. films ar 
misuse them by way of “religious” ente 
tainment and/or propaganda please note 
Those who produce our films and vis 
aids are trying to observe the principles la 
down by Weber in pages 77 and 78 of h 
pamphlet. These aids should never, ther 
fore, be used in isolation.) 


THE ART OF INVITATION 


At the beginning of this NEws-LETTE 
I suggested as one fundamental pr 
requisite for evangelism a right attitud 
of mind. In the language of theology 
might say that our need is for a full, ric’ 
understanding of the finished work 
Christ. Here let me quote two lette 
from missionaries which indicate tw 
other pre-requisites for evangelism. 

One comes in a letter from Tanganyik 
The writer, describing something of wh 
is involved in helping to create a Chris 
ian community, says: 

“Vital to this whole question...is ¢ 
need to listen to what Africans are sa 
ing.... Perhaps the more wrong he is 
what. he is saying the more important it 
that we should hear it.” 

He then adds this important observatio 

“We need to listen to African silences a 
be sensitive to the times an African is siler 
for in plumbing the depths of the gulf 
divides us silence often speaks louder thé 
words. For myself I feel that to listen 
part of my vocation.” 

| This attitude of “ listening ” is itself 2 
expression of the right attitude of min 
It denotes an awareness on the part of th 
evangelist that Christ “ got there” befo: 
he did, that the Christ is already at wo 
in the “hearer” and has something 
say through him. “Lord, make us goc 
listeners” is a good petition for all v 
share in the task of communicating tt 
Gospel. 

The third pre-requisite for evangelis 
is a readiness to understand what may t 
called for under the term “ identi 
tion”. This is a word widely bandie 
about to-day and not least by missi 
aries. It calls for a great deal more 


its use than is commonly conceded. 
Vhat follows is a quotation from a mis- 
ionary of long experience in North 
dia, This quotation presents only one 
spect of the subject. It makes very un- 
omfortable reading. But what is said 
ust be taken seriously. The writer, after 
shrewd discussion of what “ identi- 
cation” should and should not mean 
regards the relationship of the 
foreigner to the people of the land and 
ae members of his Church in which he is 
ulled to serve, goes on: 


“Tn the first place the missionary must 
ot undertake his work in the Spirit of a 
jal marriage; there must be a real life 
mmitment, a commitment which may 
metimes mean a vocation to celibacy. 
onfidence and understanding are plants 
§ slow growth, and whilst much that is of 
alue may done in a very short mission- 
ry career, the deepest impressions are made 
' those who live with people through a 
ole generation or more. This is a thing 
hich our present restless age finds it very 
ifficult to do.” 

he writer, with her feet firmly on the 
round, continues: 


“We are called upon to make a very 
fficult adjustment—to live and work as if 
resent conditions were going to be perman- 
it in circumstances which may make it 
scessary to move at any time. It takes 
uch grace if such a situation is not to 
sult in shallowness and irresponsibility.” 

suggest that those last few lines spell 
it the word “love” as every Christian 


led to “ Mission” to-day has to spell it. 


The writer continues: 


The missionary must know the language 
ally well. This was the sin of the mission- 
y engaged in higher educational work in 
dia in the past. It was so easy to get on 
ith people who spoke English far better 
n one could ever hope to speak their 
guage. Yet the impression remains on 
/ mind from my earliest days of a 
rious ‘ double-mindedness’ resulting from 
ingualism, especially bilingualism which 
d as its background English taught on the 
fect method because the English teachers 
d not bothered to learn the language of 
tir pupils.... One never knows the back 
a man’s mind till one knows his mother 
igue fairly well.” 

‘passing it may be noted that it is 
sible to “ hear” a language very com- 
ently without being an expert at speak- 


Phe letter continues with an important 


The missionary has to make every effort 
now the literature, history and traditions 
le people, even to deal with people who 
not know these things themselves, for 
are born into a situation which in- 
ees them in the depths of their subcon- 
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have said that is uncomfortable 


> 


reading. Perhaps it will help us to pray 
in a new way for those who represent us 
in the effort to communicate the Gospel 
to those of other languages and cultures 
than our own. 


THE INVITATION IS GIVEN 


Let me close with three brief glimpses 
of communication in action seeking to 
meet the needs of wayfaring men. 


The first comes from Kenya. In a long 
letter describing the training of lay evan- 
gelists for the “new villages” in the 
Kikuyu country comes this paragraph. 
Read it with imagination and get the 
“feel” of it— 


“Our first course for men and women, 
potential Christian leaders, began in 1955. 
We have had five of these courses from four 
to six weeks in length, with numbers varying 
from 14 to 22, the women being a small 
minority....It is a real joy to learn from 
and teach these humble Christians, the salt 
of the earth; though not many wise are 
called. Some few have the ability of some 
of our African padres; a few are born 
leaders ; most are the simple faithful souls 
through whom the Holy Spirit has kept alive 
the Church in many lonely places.” 


Here is the Church’s work of evan- 
gelism at the grass-roots of an African 
community which is going through a tre- 
mendous turmoil of change, the mission- 
aries themselves being African wayfarers. 


My second glimpse is from Malaya 
and describes the preparations being made 
for an evangelistic mission in one of the 
new Chinese settlements. 


“We have been having weekly Bible 
Study and Prayer Meetings for the Christ- 
jans ; evangelism is something new to most 
of them, and they were rather scared at the 
idea ; but they are getting it now, and feel- 
ing their responsibility. We have recently 
started evangelistic meetings once a week in 
the various Christians’ homes in turn, using 
film strips, and it has been the duty of the 
host to invite his non-Christian neighbours ; 
and they have come in good numbers.” 


That is another glimpse of wayfarers in 
action helping wayfarers. Here is some- 
thing happening, something very simple, 
very straightforward, and quite un- 
spectacular. In a world stunned by head- 
lines the Church may well be growing 
most surely where one loving heart sets 
another on fire. Malayan villages are not 
the only places where that can happen. 


My third glimpse is from a Middle 
Eastern country where, with aid from the 
Scottish Bible Society, one of our mission- 
aries has now been engaged for some time 
with a Bible correspondence course. So far 
this consists in a two grade course, one of 
sixteen lessons on St. Mark’s Gospel, and a 
more advanced study on “God’s plan for 
man”. The following glimpse shows the 
course in action: 


“A young man who came to know Christ ciples being translated into action t 
only a little over a year ago and who isnot wayfaring men for wayfaring me 
yet baptized lives in a town where there are Christianity meets Buddhism, Hindui : 
no missionaries, but he succeeded in getting and Islam when the Christian meets tt 
nine of his friends in the bazaar to take the Buddhist, the Hindu, the Muslim. The: 


lessons on St. Mark’s Gospel. Then he <9; 5 | 
wrote asking for 12 copies of *God’s plan 3S in truth no other meeting except 


for man’, and before there has been time | Meeting between persons. But the mee 
for the answers of this batch to come back _ ing has to take place at every level whe 
he has written for 10 more copies of the men can meet each other. This NEw: 
first lessons on the Gospel of St. Mark. He LETTER has shown that it can happen ar 
iter oon oe OF sare are illiterate, is happening amid the dusty comma 
will it be all right if I rea e passages to * 
them, and then write down their answers places where most men live. 
to send to you?’ He goes on ‘A group of 
my friends come to my house once a week, 
in the evening, and we study the lesson 
together. I come up against.a great many 
difficulties. I wish you could let me have 
clearer explanations beforehand ’.” : 


Each of these glimpses is taken from 
some corner of the Christian enterprise 
where we can see great Christian prin- “eas General Secreta 


Your sincere friend, — 


if undelivered please return to 
6 Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4 
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